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Dear Cleve Hill Community, 
 

I hope that this message finds you all well. 
 

To say that life has been a whirlwind for all of us would be a major understatement.  We all find ourselves in a 
reality that is vaguely similar to the life we enjoyed just weeks ago.  Hopefully, the light on the horizon 
continues to brighten, and we can return to so many of the enjoyable things that we once took for 
granted.  Several of you have reached out with messages of support and encouragement over these 
challenging times.  I cannot tell you how much we all appreciate those expressions of kindness.  They truly 
exemplify the strength and true caring nature of the Cleveland Hill community. 
 

I also want to thank our parents, guardians and students for their partnership during this distance learning 
period.  You have all had to step up and accept responsibilities for teaching and learning that no one could 
have ever imagined.  Yes, our teachers are working hard, but without your efforts at home our labors would 
be futile.  Our school/community partnership is more essential now than it has ever been before.  Please be 
sure to communicate with your child’s teacher or principal if you or your child are struggling with 
anything.  We are still providing counseling and other support services to our students and community as 
well.   
 

Looking forward, I am sure that you have several questions.  Unfortunately, with how quickly things change, I 
do not have answers to several of them right now.  As you often wait for clarity and guidance during these 
confusing times, it is the same for all of us here as we try to serve you.   
 

I remind you that we still have a lot of time remaining in this school year.  The heartbreaking disappointment 
that we all feel about not returning this year must not detour us from staying focused on what is most 
important for our kids.  The time spent engaged in learning not only provides students an opportunity to hone 
or learn new skills, but also provides them needed structure and purpose during these unsettling times.  We 
are still waiting for clarification from the Governor regarding an end date for the school year and distance 
learning.  We will communicate that to you when we receive it.  Please be sure to monitor the Parent Portal as 
you typically would, our teachers are keeping it updated. 
 

Graduation is the Rite of Passage that sends our “little eagles” out into the real world.  We will be holding a 
graduation ceremony, and will do everything that we can to provide “The Great Class of 2020” the recognition 
they deserve.  Plans will be more fully developed as we gain a better understanding of what New York and 
CDC recommendations will be regarding social distancing and group gatherings.  Mr. Wiles, our High School 
Principal, and the Graduation Committee will be communicating details to you about this in the future.   
 

As I have shared previously, we are planning on offering an expanded summer school program this year.  Our 
plan is to focus on supporting students in bridging any gaps that may have been exacerbated from this 
dismissal period with an emphasis on early literacy.  Our high school program will be very similar to years’ 
past, but with an expanded focus on skills as well.  As with most other things, right now we are unsure what 
our summer program will look like.  Ideally, we have our students back in the buildings working with 



teachers.  However, we must also prepare for the possibility that summer instruction may only be possible 
using remote learning, similar to what we are doing presently. 
 

We understand that several of our students have personal belongings in their classrooms and lockers here at 
school.  Your building principals will be communicating a plan for retrieving these items in the future.  We will 
develop a plan that will best ensure that all health and safety standards are maintained, and that all personal 
belongings are accounted for.  
 

The Governor announced that the school budget vote and elections will be held on Tuesday, June 9, 
2020.  This vote and election will be done using absentee ballots only.  Absentee ballots will be mailed to every 
household in our district.  Please visit our website for further information on this, or contact our District Clerk, 
Wendy Limardi at wlimardi@clevehill.org. 
 

In closing, I want to thank you for your support.  We are sincerely giving every effort that we can to support 
your child and you through this time.  Together we are the Cleveland Hill community.  By working together, we 
make Cleveland Hill a special place to live, learn and work. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Mr. Jon MacSwan 

Superintendent 
 


